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BOSTON, MARCH, 1898. 



HE Christian religion hath made no particular provisions for the 
conduct of war under a proper title ; because it hath so commanded 
all the actions of men, hath so ordered the religion, so taken care 
that men shall be just and do no wrong, hath given laws so perfect, rules 
so excellent, threatenings so severe, promises so glorious, that there can 
be nothing wanting towards the peace and felicity of mankind, but the 
wills ot men. If men be subjects of Christ's law, they can never go to war 
with each other. As contrary as cruelty is to mercy, tyranny to charity, 
so is war and bloodshed to the meekness and gentleness of the Christian 
religion. I had often thought of the prophecy, that in the gospel our 
swords shall be turned into plowshares and our spears into pruning- 
hooks. I knew that no tittle spoken by God's spirit could return unper- 
formed and ineffectual ; and I was certain that such was the excellency of 
Christ's doctrine, that if men would obey it, Christians should never war 



one against another. 



Jeremy Taylor. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

American Peace Society. 



Abticle I. This Society shall be designated the " Amebic an 
Peace Society." 

Abt. II. This Society, being founded od the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful influence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Abt. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Abt. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Abt. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Abt. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 
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behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Abt. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Abt. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Abt. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Abt. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed ; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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In our Own Hands. 

The peace of our country is entirely in our own 
hands. No one has shown this in a more masterly way 
than Dr. Von Hoist, head professor of history in the 
University of Chicago, whose recent address on the 
annexation of Hawaii before the Commercial Club of 
Chicago we give nearly in full in this issue. 

The great importance of the subject is sufficient 
reason for our giving up so large a portion of this 
number to this able address. The point of view from 
which the annexation of Hawaii has been treated in 
this journal has been that of its future bearing on the 
peace of our country in its relations to other nations. 
It has seemed to us, as it seems to Professor Von 
Hoist, that the annexation of these islands at the 
present time would be the first fatal step in entering 
upon a policy which would sooner or later inevi- 
tably bring us into perilous entanglement in the vexa- 
tious, ruinous and irrational policies of the military 
powers. From this point of view no more momen- 
tous question has ever been before the people and 



the Congress of the United States. The principles 
of our national life and the splendid traditions which 
have grown up in connection with them and given 
us a position of unique advantage and influence in 
determining the future course of the world's history 
are in the balance in connection with this question as 
they have not been before. 

We commend Dr. Von Hoist's lucid and impartial 
treatment of the subject to the careful attention of 
our readers. He has brought to its consideration a 
great wealth of historic learning and of personal 
observation among the nations of Europe. His Eu- 
ropean origin coupled with long residence in this his 
adopted country gives him a clearness of insight 
which few native Americans can have into the incom- 
parable superiority of what has hitherto been our 
American international spirit and policy over the 
European internationalism inherited from the past. 

If the peace of our country is entirely in our own 
hands, as he so convincingly shows, what an appall- 
ing national sin it will be if we deliberately or even 
inconsiderately turn it over into the hands of others ; 
or imperil it through selfish and ambitious schemes 
of national enlargement ! 



In Times of Excitement. 

The friends of international peace may do much 
effective service by maintaining a calm and self-pos- 
sessed attitude in times of sudden excitement, 
brought on by unexpected events whose cause is in 
doubt. At such times all sorts of rumors get afloat. 
Some of these are started by sensational newspapers. 
Some of them arise incidentally out of mere surmises. 
They are caught up eagerly and spread from mouth 
to mouth. People generally incline to believe them 
however wild and absurd. The excitement is con- 
tagious. People are swept away into making ground- 
less charges and insinuations, and silly, unworthy 
threatenings. 



